
THE DATA BEHIND THE CHARGES
2019 Update

KING COUNTY SEXUAL EXPLOITATION CASES

Contact Information:
Benjamin Gauen - Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Benjamin.Gauen@kingcounty.gov
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White
38%

Black
44%

Asian
6%

Native
1%

Hispanic
5%

Unknown
6%

MINOR CSEC VICTIMS BY RACE: 2011-2019
(N=105)

*CSEC = Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children. Charges include Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor (CSAM), Attempted Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor 
(ACSAM), and Promoting the Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor (PCSAM)
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(N=105)

General Population Victims
*KCPAO data from 2011-2019 compared to 2010 census data for King County
** Census data is gender neutral and does not reflect the disproportionate representation of women of color in victim demographics
*** Charges are representative of CSAM, ACSAM and PCSAM cases with victims
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SEX BUYERS OF MINORS 2013-2019
(N=278)
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General Population Defendants

*KCPAO data from 2011-2019 compared to 2010 census data for King County
** Census data is gender neutral and does not reflect the disproportionate representation of men who are defendants



Disproportionately White males 
buying sexual access to disproportionately 

Black girls



Prostitution v. Patronizing (Sexual Exploitation) Charges 
2009-2019
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Patronizing vs. Prostitution Charges by Year 2008-2019

Prostitution Patronizing

*2019 numbers not representative of the King County Sheriff’s Office or its contracted cities



Prostitution Charges 2008-2019
Agency Total 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
Auburn 10 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 8 0 0 0 0
Bellevue 40 0 0 0 0 9 4 14 10 0 3 No data No data
Bothell 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0
Burien 5 - 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0
Des 
Moines 130 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 19 18 23 38 25
Federal 
Way 43 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 0 13 8 15
Issaquah 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
KCSO 212 - 3 0 1 1 9 56 32 25 43 19 23
Kenmore 0 - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kent 94 0 5 0 2 1 10 4 17 8 13 20 14
Kirkland 9 0 0 0 2 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 0
Redmond 5 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Renton 38 1 1 3 0 1 0 0 1 8 2 9 13
SeaTac 186 2 0 0 0 4 12 20 27 29 52 36 6
Seattle 969 10 5 7 32 34 43 5 3 236 259 190 155
Shoreline 23 - 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 6 6 10
Tukwila 127 - 0 0 0 0 2 6 7 19 26 43 24
Totals 1909 13 18 11 37 51 84 123 133 344 440 369 286



Patronizing Charges 2008-2018
Agency Total 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008
Auburn 57 7 11 0 0 0 14 6 8 10 1 0 0
Bellevue 118 13 0 101 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 No data No data
Bothell 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Burien 0 - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Des 
Moines 39 27 0 0 0 0 9 1 0 0 1 0 1
Federal 
Way 84 0 0 11 0 28 18 1 8 0 0 12 6
Issaquah 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
KCSO 49 - 6 1 4 2 2 2 4 2 9 7 10
Kenmore 1 - 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Kent 358 67 57 0 19 30 54 35 16 13 10 41 16
Kirkland 10 0 0 0 0 1 0 9 0 0 0 0 0
Redmond 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Renton 11 1 0 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 5 0
SeaTac 38 8 5 0 0 3 3 10 0 2 1 6 0
Seattle 1160 24 101 198 147 84 89 40 89 116 143 54 75
Shoreline 19 - 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 1 0 5 7
Tukwila 49 - 0 3 11 10 1 2 2 2 5 7 6
Totals 1997 148 183 314 182 159 198 106 132 146 171 137 121



0

50

100

150

200

250

300

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Prostitution Charges 2008-2019

Seattle Rest of KC

*2019 numbers not representative of the King County Sheriff’s Office or its contracted cities
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*Data representative of the four agencies with the highest 2019 charge amount
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Adult Commercial Sexual Exploitation Charges 
for 2019



Promoting Prostitution 
(1st Degree)

24%

Promoting Prostitution 
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Human Trafficking 
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8%

2019 ADULT COMMERICAL SEXUAL 
EXPLOITATION CHARGES

(N=37) 



Black, 28%

Native/Indian, 4%

Unknown, 20%

White, 48%

2019 ADULT CSE VICTIM RACE
(N=25) 



Age 18-25:
32%

Age 26-35:
52%

Age 36-50:
12%

Age Unknown:
4%

2019 ADULT CSE VICTIM AGE
(N=25)
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2019 ADULT CSE GENDER BREAKDOWN



Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children Charges 
for 2019

*CSEC = Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children. 



Attempted Commercial 
Sexual Abuse of a Minor; 

86%

Promoting Commercial 
Sexual Abuse of a Minor; 
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Commerical Sexual 
Abuse of a Minor;

2%

2019 CSEC CHARGES
(N=42)
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*Represented female defendants charged on Promoting Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor Charges.



*ABOVE CASES WITH VICTIMS ARE ASCRIBED TO 4 PCSAM CASES AND 1 CSAM CASE. 

Black, 62%
Hispanic, 12%

White, 13%

Unknown, 13%

2019 MINOR VICTIM RACE
(N=8)



Age 14 and under
37%

Age 15
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Age 16
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Age 17
25%

2019 MINOR VICTIM AGE
(N=8)



White; 67%

Black; 5%

Asian; 3%

Hispanic; 8%

Unknown/Other; 17%

2019 CSAM DEFENDANT RACE
(N=36)



18-25;
17%

26-35;
39%

36-45;
22%

46-60;
22%

2019 CSAM DEFENDANT AGE
(N=36)
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