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W HAT IS  A C AC ?



National Map of Child Advocacy Centers 



Importance 

of CACs



King County 

Special Assault 

Protocol



Main 

Components 

of the 

Protocol

• Definitions 
• Coordination
• Protective Custody 
• Child Sexual Abuse Investigations
• Child Physical Abuse and Neglect 

Investigations
• Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 

(CSEC) Investigations
• Adult Sexual Assault Investigations
• Out of County Cases 
• Medical and Forensic 
• MDT (Multidisciplinary Team) Staffing 
• Appendices 



Commercial Sexual 

Exploitation of Children (CSEC)

INVESTIGATIONS

Hig hlig hts :
• This section has been 

reorganized to highlight the 
differences between CSEC 
investigations and other 
investigations of child sexual 
abuse.

Notable Differences: 
• Placement following 

recovery
• Outline of specialized victim 

services
• Role of PAO
• Role of CJCKC

Check Out:
• An informational Video about 

Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children 
available from the CJCKC

• The CJCKC's CSEC 201 
Training



W ho  a re  the  vic t ims  a nd  wha t  a re  the y 
e xp e rie nc ing ?

• Children who are often overlooked and 
misunderstood.

• Children experiencing chronic and complex trauma.
• Children who may not be connected to supportive 

interventions.

Children in CSEC Cases



Forensic Interviews 

in CSEC 

Investigations



Forensic 

Interview

• Sensitive to the individual's development, 
culture and emotional state

• Intended to elicit as much, and as accurate, 
information from the individual as possible

• Based in the science informing forensic 
interviewing

• Conducted by a trained, authorized 
interviewer

• Neutral and objective
• One of many pieces of information / evidence 

gathered during an investigation

A fo rm a l, in ve s t ig a t ive  in t e rvie w  
o f a  c h ild , t e e n  o r  vu ln e ra b le  
a d u lt  w h ic h  is :



• Introduction

• Instructions

• Narrative Event Practice

• Transition

• Substantive

• Closure

Stages of the Forensic Interview



AGE APPROPRIATE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS



Rapport and 

Engagement

Narrative Practice Rapport Building 
and  Produc tivity 
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Referring Children 

and Teens for 

Forensic 

Interviews in King 

County



Referring for a Forensic Interview

• 4 through 15 years
• 3 yr olds with outside 

corroboration
• 16+ yr olds with 

vulnerabilities or 
delays

AGES

1

• Se xua l abus e
• Sexua l exploita tion
• Felony-leve l phys ica l 

abuse
• Witnesses  to homicide , 

violence , abuse  of 
another child

ALLEGED CRIME

2

• Re fe rra ls  fro m po lic e  
o nly

• CPS, medica l 
providers , concerned 
parents , the rapis ts  
cannot directly re fe r

LAW  ENFORCEMENT

3

• No n-e me rge nt 
appo intme nts  us ua lly 
s c he dule d  within 
app ro x. 1 we e k

• Same-day or a fte r-
hours  inte rviews  
a rranged as  needed

S CHEDULED OR 
EMERGENT

4



Interview

Locations

North King County:
Children and Family Justice Center
1211 E Alder Street
Seattle, WA 98122

South King County:
King Co Sexual Assault Resource Center (KCSARC)
707 S Grady Way, Suite 300
Renton, WA 98057



• P O LIC E P REC INC T 

• HO P S ITAL O R MENTAL 

HEALTH FAC ILITY 

• S C HO O L

• O THER S AFE LO C ATIO N, 

REMO VED FRO M ANY S AFETY 

THREATS  AND DIS TRAC TIO NS

Forensic Interviews can 

happen off-site as well!



For non -e me rge nt inte rvie ws , p le as e  e mail the  
inte rvie we r in your ha lf o f King  County:

• North of I-90: Shana MacLeod
s hana .macleod@kingcounty.gov

• South of I-90: Alyssa  Layne
a lys s a .layne@kingcounty.gov

Inc lude  in your e -mail the  c hild 's  age , any s pe c ia l 
ne e ds  and  a  s ummary o f the  a lle ga tio ns / c o nc e rns .

• For e xample : W hat appo intme nt time s  do  yo u 
have  ava ilab le  fo r a  13 -yr-o ld  Spanis h-s pe aking  
fe male  who  may have  be e n tra ffic ke d  during  a  
re c e nt 8 -day runaway e p is ode ?

For e me rge nt inte rvie ws , o r to  ta lk thro ugh whe the r 
to  do  an inte rvie w imme d ia te ly o r wa it until the  ne xt 
bus ine s s  day, p le as e  c a ll o ur e me rge nc y line :

• 2 0 6 -2 0 0 -6 3 0 8

How to Make 

a Forensic 

Interview 

Referral 

(Police Only)



FO RENS IC
INTERVIEW Please bring any evidence! 

We can decide how/whether to introduce it. 



Possible Benefits to 

Forensic Interviews in 

CSEC Investigations



FORENSIC INTERVIEW

CSEC victims are

children

• Deserving of the child victim/witness response 

system

• Language and communication are still developing



• Many interviewees are NOT actively disclosing prior to 
forensic interview

• Incremental disclosure is very common

• A single interview session usually insufficient

• Attempting to paint a child into a corner usually backfires

Disclosing about CSEC is a 

process.



Neutral Interviewer 

and Location

FORENSIC INTERVIEW

Child -frie nd ly 
e nviro nme nt

Dis trus t  o f la w 
e nfo rc e me nt /  
CPS

Phys ic a l d is ta nc e  
fro m p o s s ib le  
o ffe nd e rs , fa mily, 
e tc .

Na tura l linka g e  to  
o the r s up p o rt  
s e rvic e s

• Advocacy
• Medical
• Counseling



Challenges and 

Considerations



FO RENS IC  INTERVIEW

C HALLENG ES  AND 
C O NS IDERATO INS Perception of victimization

Criminal Liability

Negative History with the System



Passive voice / purposeful language choices

Avoidanc e  o f s te re o type  induc tion

Uninfo rme d  inte rvie we r /  inte rvie we e  is  the  e xpe rt

FORENSIC INTERVIEW 

Sensitivity to blame and

judgement



Fear of the offender

Fe ar o f the  s ys te m

Co nc e rn fo r o the r vic tims

Crimina l ac tivity

Subs tanc e  us e

Trauma  bo nd

Manipulation Dynamics



Remedy: Time and 

Patience



Kin g  C o u n t y  S h e r iffs  O ffic e
De te c tive  Me ye r

CJ CKC Fo re n s ic  In te rvie we r   
S h a n a  Ma c Le o d

Case Example



C AS E EXAMP LE

Vancouver Police 

Report



C AS E EXAMP LE

Echo Glen



Interview at Echo 

Glen



Multidisciplinary 

Team

A group of professionals from various disciplines who work 
c o llabo ra tive ly to  p romo te  a  tho rough unde rs tand ing  o f c as e  
is s ue s  in o rde r to  e ns ure  the  mos t e ffe c tive  s ys te m re s pons e  
pos s ib le . Our MDT’s  p rimary purpos e  is  to  e ns ure  the  he a lth, 
s a fe ty, and  we ll-be ing  o f the  c hild re n we  work with. 



Thank you!



Our 

Team

Multidisciplinary Team 
Co o rd ina to r and  Fac ilita to r 
Office: (206) 477-1076
Cell: (206) 741-3611
norene.roberts@kingcounty.gov

Nore ne  Robe rts
Fo re ns ic  Inte rvie we r – Se a ttle  
Phone: (206) 477-1973
Shana .Macleod@kingcounty.gov

Shana  Mac le od
Fo re ns ic  Inte rvie we r – Ke nt 
Phone: (206) 477-4290
Alyssa .Layne@kingcounty.gov  

Alys s a  Layne

Child  Spe c ia lis t/ Sys te m 
Naviga to r
Phone: (206) 477-8207
s devose@kingcounty.gov  

Sha tarra  De Vos e
Tra ining  and  Outre ac h 
Coord ina to r 
Phone: (206) 263-8038
Mary.Laskowski@kingcounty.gov

Mary Las kows ki
Dire c to r o f Pro g ramming  
Office : (206) 477-1447
Cell: (206) 247-1735 
Margare t.McCurdy@kingcounty.gov

Margare t Mc Curdy
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