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KING COUNTY CSEC SCREENING 

 In October 2021, King County Superior Court – Juvenile and Family Court Becca Programs was awarded a grant 
under OVC FY 2021 Enhancing Juvenile and Family Court Responses to Human Trafficking. 

 These funds are being used to enhance the CSEC Program at King County Superior Court by  

 expanding the CSEC Training Catalog to include additional high-level trainings; 

 expanding a well-established Juvenile Court CSEC Program by integrating with King County Superior Court Family Court 
Becca Programs; 

 enhancing identifications made by the CSEC program by implementing the Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation – Identification Tool (CSE-IT) developed by the WestCoast Children’s Clinic to universalize 
CSEC screening in the Juvenile and Family Court Becca Programs; 

 increase referrals to specialized CSEC services with survivor centered trauma informed community-based agencies; and 

 continue collaborating with the Children Justice Center of King County’s CSEC multi-disciplinary team to track identified 
youth. 



SCREENING SPECIFIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE

 Hire an additional FTE to the CSEC Program: Kris Bennett, CSEC Program Coordinator and Screener 

 Contract with Westcoast Children’s Clinic to be trained on the CSE-IT 

 Begin implementation of universal screening in Juvenile Court and Family Court Becca Programs. 

 King County Superior Court – Juvenile and Family Court is using the CSE-IT. 

 The tool was developed with the input of over 100 survivors and service providers. Moreover, the CSE-IT has 

been validated with data from a 15-month pilot to ensure that it accurately identifies youth who have clear indicators of 

exploitation. The CSE-IT has robust statistical and qualitative evidence to support its use.

 The CSE-IT is a file review, not an assessment. 

https://www.westcoastcc.org/cse-it/
https://www.westcoastcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/WCC-CSE-IT-PilotReport-FINAL.pdf


KING COUNTY CSEC SCREENING 



HOW DO WE USE THE CSE-IT 

▪ When: Youth are screened approximately 30 days after their initial involvement with JCS or through BECCA/ARY Case 
Managers

▪ Screen includes a review of multiple systems and assessments.
▪ Names of family members, youth’s interaction with JPC/court
▪ KCMS – provides information gathered by JPC
▪ JIMS – More familial information – names, addresses, and court involvement (case history), legal numbers
▪ DISA – Provides information gathered from Screening JPC – brief bio-psycho-social history
▪ JJAT Assessments (MH and SUD) – Provides a more in-depth overview of youth’s mental health history, trauma history, substance 

use 
▪ Reports to Court (written by JPC) – Often have a lot of information regarding youth’s history: academic, familial, mental health, SUD, 

strengths and challenges
▪ KC Script Portal – Court documents include Family Assessments, Police Reports, 
▪ JABS – Includes information on youth, youth’s family – such as when a youth has experienced DV situations or have been a victim of 

a crime that is not necessarily listed anywhere else
▪ ILINX – Documents uploaded to ILINX by probation typically provides information regarding school attendance, UA results, etc.



WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED IN 5 MONTHS OF SCREENING?

 Nationally approximately 11.5% of youth screened using the CSE-IT screen as “clear concern” the highest level of 

concern. 

 Since 4.1.2022 King County Superior Court has screened 153 youth

 17 youth or 11% screened as no concern

 80 youth or 52% screened as possible concern 

 56 youth or 37% screened as clear concern 



WHY ARE OUR CLEAR CONCERN NUMBERS SO HIGH – THEORIES 

 One of the main indicators on the CSE-IT is involvement in the criminal justice system. Because we are screening 

youth involved in the court system, they all are scoring high on that indicator. 

 King County via the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office has moved away from charging more minor 

offenses. The youth who do have cases at Juvenile Court have usually been charged with more serious charges, 

and/or have a longer history of charges. 
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